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DATE: January 22, 2004

Under the Clean Air Act, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) adopted a new
air quality standard for fine particulate matter, in 1997. Particulate matter, basically small particles
of dust and soot, is a year-round pollutant that can cause respiratory and cardiopulmonary
illnesses.  The new standard, referred to as PM2.5 or fine particulate, is intended to be more
protective for children and adults who play and work outdoors, and for sensitive populations like
the elderly. Following a lengthy legal challenge, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the standard in
2001.

U.S. EPA has begun the process to determine which counties across the United States meet the
fine particulate standard.  U.S. EPA is requesting States to make recommendations by February
15, 2004.  U.S. EPA will use measured PM2.5 air quality levels as its main criterion, but will
consider other factors as well.  U.S. EPA will review and possibly revise the states’
recommendations prior to making final designations by December 15, 2004.

IDEM is reviewing U.S. EPA’s guidance for making designations, the air quality monitoring data
from our statewide network, and other relevant data.  We are also soliciting public input on the
designations and have met with many groups across the state. We are providing our compilation
and review of the data to date in light of U.S EPA’s guidance, and have posted it on our web site
at http://www.in.gov/idem/air/pm25standard/index.html. We are sharing this information with you
for further comment prior to formulating our recommendations. We request that you provide your
comments to us as soon as possible, because Indiana’s recommendations are due to USEPA on
February 15. Send your comments to:

Laurence Brown
Office of Air Quality
Indiana Department of Environmental Management
P.O. Box 6015
Indianapolis, IN 46204-6015

http://www.in.gov/idem/air/pm25standard/index.html


For more information, please feel free to contact Laurence Brown at (317) 234-3097 or
lbrown@dem.state.in.us.

Thank you for your interest in this important issue. We look forward to hearing your views.
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